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Safe Surgery SA (SSSA) is a research-driven non-profit organisation enabling the use of data related to 
perioperative care. Its mission is to empower clinicians in providing affordable quality services in optimal 
settings, and advocate for surgical systems strengthening. We do this by providing research support, 
promoting access to relevant data, and seeking collaborative partnerships.  
 

Key to SSSA efforts is identifying appropriate perioperative datasets, and facilitating sharing of data in a safe, 

effective way. The SSSA Data Tree provides a conceptual framework for datasets that can be used to 

promote research and learning/improvement in perioperative care. Without common datasets, information 

cannot be shared.  Without sharing information in an effective and standardised manner, we cannot 

interpret the information.  Without this information, we cannot drive outcomes-based care.  Safe Surgery 

SA’s efforts to co-create the digital health architecture to host perioperative healthcare data for use by 

stakeholders in South Africa and on the African continent, are on-going.  We help define the data needed, 

determine the common language, and build the researcher and information networks, using our uniquely 

clinician-driven structures and reputation.  

We are growing the data tree with projects to: 

  

Understand the context of perioperative care - data on clinical settings/surgical facilities. 

Perform a proof-of-concept study for the inclusion of surgical indicators (Risk-adjusted Perioperative 

Mortality Rate and Surgical Volume) in the South African National Indicator Dataset, funded by the World 

Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists. 

 
Use data collection tools that capture data to enhance the minimum dataset and create a core patient - 

level dataset, e.g., process quality indicators and/or patient-reported data using the Perioperative Shared 

Health Record (https://pshr.safesurgery.co.za) 

Manage and maintain a researcher network database of the African Perioperative Research Group 

(APORG) members (https://periopnetwork.org/) 
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Safe Surgery SA has collaborative research agreements with Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University (SMU), a historically disadvantaged institution in South Africa, and 

with the UK NIHR APPRISE group https://globalperioperativecriticalcare.org/. Safe Surgery SA has memoranda of understanding with CareConnectHIE  

https://www.careconnecthie.org/, the SA Medical Association https://www.samedical.org/ and Health Systems Trust https://www.hst.org.za/.  
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